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From th 
By Mark 


Happy 2014! I’m honored to serve this DX 
Club as your new President. It should be a 
great year for DX’ing with several rare activa- 
tions planned in the coming months; let’s keep 
our fingers crossed for the predicted Cycle 24 
double peak. 


With the holiday rush and a kitchen remodel 
there wasn’t much time for radio but | did carve 
out a few minutes on Christmas Eve to turn on 
the radio and work a ZS at 4:02PM (12:02 
Christmas Day) and a JL on Dec 31 who was 
celebrating New Year’s Day in the Land of the 
Rising Sun. Not rare DX but fulfilling neverthe- 
less. 


We hope to have some great programs to fill 
the meeting dates and we already have a gem 
for January. You won’t want to miss Tom 
KG4CUY’s informative and entertaining pro- 
gram on Warren KJ4RAQ’s planning, modeling, 
and execution of a 10m antenna project. Join 
us at the PoBoy Factory for our first post- 
holiday meeting. 


January Program: 


The inaugural 2014 meeting of NADXC will 
be held at the Po’ Boy Factory. Our new vice 
president Warren Alford, KJ4RAQ has negoti- 
ated with the chef a “less-fried” menu, so we 
expect to see everyone there. 


Speaking of Warren, the program is about 
one of his antennas, though through a strange 
twist the presentation will be given by Tom Dun- 
can, KG4CUY. The “which antenna is best for 
me” decision process is at the heart of this ex- 
posé. 
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Speaking of PoBoy Factory, we’re still in the 
hunt for that elusive meeting place that meets a 
multitude of criteria: low price, good food, open 
till 9PM, private meeting room, and low noise 
level. | urge each of you to embark on a scout- 
ing mission. Take your XYL to dinner. You don’t 
have to tell her you’re looking for a club meeting 
location. We would like to settle on a place that 
everyone can afford and enjoy. 


73 eSCu, 


Mark 


10m Antenna Decisions 


See you between 5:30 and 6:00 pm for 
dinner, 7:00 for the business meeting, and the 
program no later than 7:30. 


6 PM Tuesday 
January 14, 2014 


At Po’ Boy Factory 
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The following are the minutes from the 
NADXC Meeting/Christmas party held 
10 December, 2013. The meeting was 
held at Landry’s Restaurant, Huntsville, 
AL. 


There were 24 club members and 14 
guests in attendance. 


As this was the Christmas meeting, for- 
mal business was kept to a minimum. 


The new slate of officers for 2014 was 
installed as follows: 


President-Mark Brown, N4BCD 


Vice President-Warren Alford, KJ4RAQ 


My current low-band antenna is a 
130' doublet fed in the center with lad- 
derline at about 50' to a good tuner. | 
installed it within a week of moving to 
our new hilltop QTH and it's been a solid 
performer on 80 & 40 meters and of 
course it's too short for 160. The three 
trees available to support this antenna 
define it's direction as broadside to 
Europe (about 40 degrees). 
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Secretary/Treasurer-Bill Bathgate- 
KD8IGK 


The title of the NADXC “DxXer of the 
Year” was awarded to Tom Duncan, 
KG4CUY. 


Finally, several prizes were handed out 
to some of the lucky attendees via a 
random drawing such as a DVM anda 
copy of the ARRL Antenna Handbook. 


My thanks to Bill Bathgate, KD8IGK, for 
providing the above information since | 
was unable to attend this meeting. 


Old Business: 


The antenna has been pleasant sur- 
prise and most recently a real disap- 
pointment. Last month it was responsi- 
ble for getting the VU7 DXpedition in the 
log on 40m so it was heartbreaking the 
other night when | couldn't bust a pile- 
up to Utah to work W1AW/7 ! 


| Knew all along that antenna had a 
narrowed lobes broadside but figured at 
50' it would have some radiation off the 
sides and ends. Not enough for a Utah 
pile-up though. 


Shamefully admitted temporary de- 
feat to my co-workers / fellow DX'ers 
and | pondered it for a day.The tem- 
peratures haven't been conducive for 
putting up even a temporary antenna so 
| arrived home the following evening 
with just enough daylight remaining to 
drop the NE end of the doublet to about 
5 feet off the driveway. 


After dinner there was W1AW/7 
louder than the night before. Time to 
burn a hole in the driveway so | fired up 
the amp. Got him on the third call. 


The following sad note was inadver- 
tently omitted from the November meet- 
ing minutes: 


Johnny Winter, KR4F, informed the 
membership that Josh Kelly, N4VB, had 
recently become an SK. Members 
might recall that Josh’s XYL, Kelly, 
K4CK became an SK in September, 
2011 and her call is now held by their 
son, Matt. 


Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and 
good DX. 


73, 


Tom Schwinn, W4NBS 


This experience has reinforced the 
adage that one cannot have too many 
antennas. When the weather warms a 
bit it's time to get more wire in the air. 
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It looks like the W1AW Special Event 
for 2014 is off to a great start. How- 
ever, there are still questions arising 
about when the various states will be 
on the air and where can they be 
found. 


Here are some links that might help 
answer these questions: 


This first link is the complete sched- 
ule for 2014 showing when each state 
will be hosting the W1AW call sign. So 
far, it has been relatively easy to find 
these Special Event stations on the air 
because they are proving to be quite 
popular and they are generating pile- 
ups. It would be helpful if folks would 
print this schedule and keep it near 
their rig so they wouldn't need to keep 
referring to the ARRL website. 


—— 
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Everything you need for your next ham radio project! 


There is another way to find if one of 
these stations is active, though. By 
using a DX spotting program or a web- 
site such as DXSummit, all one needs 
to do is to type in W1AW/X in the 
Search feature (the X represents the 
call area of the state currently using 
the W1AW call sign). 


For example, for the week starting 8 
January, 2014, Utah and South Caro- 
lina stations will be using the W1AW 
call sign. If you are looking for one of 
these stations, using the Search func- 
tion of DXSummit or some other spot- 
ting program, type in W1AW/4 to find 
an active South Carolina station or 
W1AW/7 to find an active Utah station. 


(@) 
YAESU ICOM KENWOOD MEJ comer saLinco 


Alabama 
|Credit Union 


Monday-Saturday 


http://www.arrl.org/files/file/On% 
20the%20Air/Copy%200f% 
202014CentennialQSOCalen- 
dar13Dec.pdf 


This next link is to the ARRL website 
where one will be able to find a com- 
plete description and some FAQ's re- 
garding this special event. 


http://www.arrl.org/centennial-qso- 
party#Operating_ Period 


This e-mail has been sent out to all 
the clubs in Alabama and has been 
posted on the Alabama Section website 
for folks that are not in clubs. 


73, Tom Schwinn, W4NBS 
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Date 
1/1/2014 
1/8/2014 
1/15/2014 
1/22/2014 
1/29/2014 
2/5/2014 
2/12/2014 
2/19/2014 
2/26/2014 
3/5/2014 
3/12/2014 
3/19/2014 
3/26/2014 
4/2/2014 
4/9/2014 
4/16/2014 
4/23/2014 
4/30/2014 
5/7/2014 
5/14/2014 
5/21/2014 
5/28/2014 
6/4/2014 
6/11/2014 
6/18/2014 
6/25/2014 
7/2/2014 
7/9/2014 
7/16/2014 
7/23/2014 
7/30/2014 
8/6/2014 
8/13/2014 
8/20/2014 
8/27/2014 
9/3/2014 
9/10/2014 
9/17/2014 
9/24/2014 
10/1/2014 
10/8/2014 
10/15/2014 
10/22/2014 
10/29/2014 
11/5/2014 
11/12/2014 
11/19/2014 
11/26/2014 
12/3/2014 
12/10/2014 
12/17/2014 
12/24/2014 


ii 


State 1 
North Carolina 
Utah 
Nebraska 
New York 
Minnesota 
Georgia 
California 
Michigan 
Washington 
Idaho 
Arizona 
Tennessee 
lowa 
Pennsylvania 
Massachusetts 
Mississippi 
New Jersey 
Connecticut 
Utah 

South Dakota 
New York 
Missouri 
Alabama 
Arkansas 
Alaska 
Illinois 
Wisconsin 
Not Available due to WRTC 
Colorado 
Indiana 
South Dakota 
Vermont 
Oklahoma 
Ohio 

Arizona 
Tennessee 
Texas 

North Carolina 
Maine 

Alaska 
Virginia 
Michigan 
Nevada 
Wyoming 
Washington 
Rhode Island 
Florida 
Delaware 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Kentucky 
Pennsylvania 


iil ii 


State 2 Territory 
West Virginia 

South Carolina 

Delaware 

Oklahoma 

Texas 

Hawaii 

Wisconsin 

Florida 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

New Mexico KH2 Group 
Vermont 

Oregon 

Virginia 

North Dakota 

New Hampshire 

Nevada 

Nebraska 


Colorado 

Wyoming 

Louisiana 

Minnesota 

Montana 

Maryland 

North Dakota DC 


South Carolina 
Rhode Island 


New Jersey 
Maryland 
Hawaii 
Maine 
Oregon 

New Hampshire 
Connecticut 
Idaho 
California 
Missouri 
Alabama 
West Virginia 
Massachusetts 
Kansas 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
New Mexico 
Montana 
Georgia 

lowa 


Virgin Islands 
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DARC 10 Meter Contest, (CW/SSB), 10 
meters 


Jan 12, 0900Z to 1059Z 


Exchange: RS(T) plus serial No., DOK 
code 


See page 81, Jan QST and 
www.darc.de/referate/dx/contest 


LZ Open Championship, (CW), 80 & 40 
meters 


Jan 18, OO000Z to 04002 


Exchange: S.N. + last S.N. revd (6 
digits total) 


See page 81, Jan QST and 
www.|lzopen.com 


HA DX Contest, (CW/SSB), 160-10 me- 
ters 


Jan 18, 1200Z to Jan 19, 1200Z 
Exchange: RST + S.N. 


See page 81, Jan QST and www.ha- 
dx.com 


CQWW 160 Meter Contest, (CW), 160 
meters 


Jan 24, 2200Z to Jan 26, 2200Z 
Exchange: RST plus State/Province/ 


~w 


O1L7AV/ SAN MELAS X% YES’ HIS NAMES \| 


CARLOS.,,ONE OF 
MY HAM RADIO 
FRIENDS / 
1M LEAVING 
NOW,., I WANT 
TO CALL HIM/ 


DXCC entity 


See page 81, Jan. QST and 
www.CQ160.com 


REF French Contest, (CW), 80-10 me- 
ters 


Jan 25, O600Z to Jan 6, 1800Z 


Exchange: RST plus serial no. ( F 
stns. give Dept. ID) 


See page 81, Jan. QST and www. 
concours.ref-union.org/contest 


BARTG RTTY Sprint, (DIG), 80 -10 me- 
ters 


Jan 25. 1200Z to Jan 25 1200Z 
Exchange: Serial no. 


See: page 81, Jan. QST & 
www.bartg.org/uk 


UBA (Belgium) Contest (SSB), 80-10 
meters 


Jan 25, 1300Z to Jan 26, 1300Z 


Exchange: RS(T) plus serial no.; ON 
sends province 


See page 81, Jan. QST and 
www.uba.be/hf/contest-rules 


ARE YOU GOING 


SCHOOL RADIO } 
CLUB IS —~ 
CLOSER / 


From “Archie’s Ham Radio Adventure”, © 1986, Archie Comic Publications, Inc. 
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OTHERS: 


WAB Top Band Phone Contest, 
Jan. 25, 1900Z - 2300Z 

Mexico RTTY International Contest, 
1800Z, Feb 1 to 1759Z, Feb 2 

CQ WW RTTY WPX Contest, 
0000Z, Feb 8 to 2400Z, Feb 9 


Dates & times often change or are mis- 
printed in the journals; beware. 


Chuck, NANM 


MY VAN 
OuTSIOE ’ 
LET‘’S 
SPLIT / 


YOU, «< 
DILTON! ) 
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